UBC Fails to Uphold Pledge to the Disahles
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espite a promise that “almost

all” of the $8.5 million gained

from the UBC-Coca-Cola exclu-
sive marketing contract would pay for
disabled access at UBC, only 7.5 per-
cent of those funds went to that pur-
pose. Mare than three times as much
was spent on “administering” the deal
than was allocated to pay for access for

siaigh

the disabled, according to figures
recently obtained from UBC.

In 2 1996 affidavit, UBC’s then-presi-
dent David Strangway claimed: “Almost
all of the revenue to be received from
Coca-Cola Bottling Ltd. (TToca-Cola’) over
the life of the Sponsarship Agreement
will be spent on improving access for
disabled people to the premises and pro-
grams of UBC." The affidavit was submit-
ted to then-information-and-privacy
commissioner David Flaherty to justify
keeping detzils of the contract secret
from the Ubyssey student newspaper.

In fact, only $640,000 has gone to
the disabled, for several ramps and ele-
UBC’s figures. “The

contract, with most of that going te
the deal's negotiator, Spectrum
Marketing; another $2.4 million of the
Coca-Cola money has gone Lo the Alma
Mater Society, student athletics, and
event sponsorships; $525,000 has been
spent an the UBC library (with another
$400,000 altocated); and $100,000
went to cover UBC's 2000 Dpen House.

The 10-year contract expires in
2005, and can be renewed for 10 years.

1n 1996, flaherty ruled that the deal
had to be kept secret because disclosure
might harm UBC and Coca-Cola's busi-
ness interests, After the Ubyssey scught
judicial review in B.C. Supreme Court,
the decision was overturned and seat
back ta the information-and-privacy
commissioner for reconsideration. Last
May, Flaherty’s successer, David
Loukidelis, ordered the reiease of the
contract; it can be read at wwi.geo
cities. com/seliirkinfo/cokeube htm.

In his 1996 affidavit, Strangway
claimed that turning aver the contract
1o the Ubyssey would harm the dis-
abled. He also claimed that UBC's busi-
ness partners would anly forge similar
deals if they were promise¢ confiden-
tiality. “If the Coca-Cola agreement is
disclosed there is a real risk it could

bring an end to this type of funding for

UBC," Strangway clzimed.

Coca-Cola’s western Canadian manag:

¢r, David Sparks, was more ambivalent.
According to a 1996 in-camera affi-

davit, he claimed: “T cannot say for cer-

tain whether Coca-Cola would have
negotiated with UBC if UBC had not
agreed 10 provide confidentiality.”
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We have otr doubts,
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free for three hours at ary parking meter

Voncouver Sun society columnist
Malcolm Parry obtained free-patking
priviteges this year, marking the first
time his name has appeared on the list.
Ower's office also gave free-parking
gecals to BCTV reporters John Daly,
Harvey Oberfeld, and Oliver Lum; CBC
Radio reporters Terry Donnelly and
nn; and CKNW reporters
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g them to aveid the has-
g ta plug meters with
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EXECS MEET PREMIER
Media maqul Leanard Asper and the
i of the Varcowveer Sun and
Pvince, Dennis Skulsky, each held
private meetings with Premizr Gordon
Campbell in late June, According to
Camphell's appeintment diary, which was
abtained via a freedom of-informaticn
request, Asper and Skulsky were the only
two business peapie Gsted for the montt
of Jure who had pdate, individual
meetings with the new premigt. —
Asper’s company, CanWest Global
Communications Corp.. owns acmv,
CHEX-TV, the Vencouver Sun and
Province, the Victoria Times Colonist, &
well s several other daily and weekly
papers across B.C. hecording to CanWe
spoespersan Geaffrey Elliot, Asper
paid a "courtesy call’ to the new pre-
mier at his Victoria office on June 26
pecause Asper was in B.C. making a
donation to the UBC journalism sche
“1 don't think it would be fair to ¢
there was a specific agenda on the p
of either side in respect of that mee
ing,” Elliot told the Stroight.
Skulsky's 45-minte meeting with

Sandra Thomas, and David Carigg: and Campbell accurred on June 29 inth

photographer Randall Cosco also provincial cabinet office. Skuksky tol
received free-parking decals. the Straight that he met to welcom:
The Courier's five passes were the the premier to his new job and thal
most awarded by the mayar’s office to ﬂlmm‘vuyuwz'glkmdnnd
any English-language community paper.  paper’s editorial coverage. Skutsky
Mayor Owen's office also allowed 26 said he did not encourage e pres
staff to park for free at city meters at wwcegmmmentadsinhta
the following Chinese-language media paversmdtm-ﬁmev_m‘wyﬂ
outlets: Sing Too, Fairchild TV, Ming Pao, discussion” around hmisaus-
World Joumal, CHMB, and CVB Radio. “T never knew
On May 20, 1999, Vancouver city 1 want
council voted to albwhm(s s
office to continue issuing free-parking

decals to selected members of the ‘[_-%;




