responsible Govermment, 63,110 for Confederatlon
#ith Canads and just under 22,000 for Commission 4
of Government. Hel ; ' g

In the eircumstances a

4rd July, B8
Gordon Macdonald has already spoken witih you

on the matter set out Lelow.
i M‘mm recently m in Newfuundland
) L, of the

o EEGD 3!.;0\‘1* wreril s

w ‘was inconclusive
received an absolute

LY



-

{f it were agnounced after the referendum that, : . But ‘T am clear after hearing thet Gove: Aor' s
notwithstanding the smallaess o. the majority, it mm we camnot ignore the pmihuity of
was mmw to proceed with steps for efleeting mw that, as we ahell still be mpcmsiblo

Mmtion.
IW%ﬂMMWW



Govormment House,
Ote Jolmi's, Newfomdlands e .
157l flo.150. Top Jecret snd Pereonal. o "
pear Sl EFIGs Pron halriy for Covornor.
A W note 79 T8 mmuw o distun Desliss seprotory of Utate has just recelved letter
fyom Piret Lord ebout our sugpestion bs o crulser.

m finli states that he Loars quite impossiole o
3 erulesr t0 1 mm; &t this tine, but that if

July, able if clrcumstances should so require
to get to St. Johne by the Z3rd of July. (1)
need hardly say that we coujd not imvoke aid irom




DOCUMENT : ; S ﬁ
NT IS THE PROPERTY OF HIS BRITANNIC MAJESTY'S
- “STY'S GOVERNMENT

Printed for the Cabinet, July 1948 \]

SECRET 1=
Copy No. T Province with !
G.P. (a8) 187 By N : nfederation of a new so :
19¢h July, 1948 mm‘ugh to ] 2 ity LY Gq e its Ognse'g}]ences,dﬁereogzmm-
i £ n 1 beln seussed 111 tawa by
’ a L : . +0d they are now B < '
with Sir Gm"do-lzl ?ﬂa}%?]ll:al(?(;mmaﬂissimezr with the Canadian authorities. On our

he United BINE0 . the Canadians that—

mall, as conclusive : bat

CABINET Hig
he : o to
- side, We are making 1¢ i . ity, no matter how &
s 1\ Tty g H e
NEWFOUNDLAND: CONSTITUTTON: . (1) we should regard any melo Yo rties 40 (onfederation and the decision
UTIONAL POSITION (2) we recognise that there are tW0 parti€ 1 Canada
MEMORANDUM DY THE SECRETARY oF Srare #or CorMmonweartn R : must, therefore, pﬂmaﬂl}’ rest wit s o gt
Fyd = 1 RELATIONS ' reac
IV bis memorandum of 20th Maseh, 1047 (O, (£7) 8). o o - 7. 1 think it unlikely that the Canadian Government Wit Tea€ s i |
to choose their i‘l;r:;r: ]g':}‘;.l:nwo?&m:’fnﬁk;? to\?ahlu the people of 1\}(\? E.ﬁﬁ:ﬁﬁ:ﬂ ! untﬂ after the referendum. v T !
developments which have since occurred. . My colleagues may like to know the . If Can ada sho uld decide to pl“OCeBd with the admission of N&Wfoundland
2. The & ot A . i : x
o foﬁowi:g ll::url':ie:indum took place in Newfoundland on 3rd June last with into Confederat.im], we must frﬂceed as l‘apl(ﬂ.y as pOSSlblé with 'te’ Il&(ﬁe.?ifligll'y
(1) For the continuation of Go i lecal steps: but owiug to Par jamentary comph-catmns in anada. it 18 l}_[ﬂ ely
s yours 2194 votes. wvernment by Commission for a period of that they can all be complet.ed before 1st Apl'll, 1949. 1f Ca:nada decide not
2) For Confederation with Canada—63.110 votes. rnative but to restore Responsible Government.
3) For restoration of R G s t.oprowed, we shall have no alte ! I
69.230 votes. i vernment as it existed in 1633 It will then be for Newfoundland to decide for herself, through her Parlia-
T T e, e A 5 4 - < ] B
hus the zefetenium was inconclusive, sincs 1o A b s i mentary institutions, whether to retain Responsible Government or to seek entry
‘ at some later date into Confederation.
The Governor has expressed to me the view

9. There is one final point.
if there should be a close contest, there

is a serious risk of civil

that, especially
disturbance in the Island. In his view, this risk springs from the f:
uld be an irrevocable act to which a

entry into the Confederation wo _
minority of the people of Newfoundland would be permanently commi ted s

their will. The danger, he feels, would be all the greater b
number of the supporters of Responsible Government are '
around the capital, St. John’s, whereas the supporters o
scattered throughont the conntry. R

_10. Asa precautionary measure, and
le[amster, I have thonght it right to ask the F
he can arrange for a warship to be avail

mﬂ of the referendum and able

o e

I hope very much that in
vared to maintain order so

he prepared

3 'atl!l;b if there sho}%d';gu'a g:‘
a narrow one. [ at happer
she regards the majority ﬁpﬁl‘ug



Government. House, \:ia‘iﬁ!
Dre John's .1

13th December, 1948
NEWFOUNDLAND )
SECRET
UNNUMBERED

Bir,
have the honour to inform you that the
fbnn'ing telegran® you was agreed on at a ,ﬁcm

Meeting of the Commission of Government on Sa
morning last, the 1lth of Deceuber:-

In connection with conclusion of Ottawa negotiations

uential develo 8 there is a
alr mentioned in conversations

{wrult First lord of the idmiral
when last
cobsider it gases

in london, of disorder in 5t. John's
control of local police. I
that additional force should
two hours'

8-

On the other hand, rioting beyond the powers
the police (& force of some nundired and sixty)
could maulg in seﬁou? aam mde., ifan.cl dwr::;u?. to .

perty and posgibly in loss B ¢ suc
gggauls arise a liaval Vessel as fﬁ; awa), as

Bernuda would be of litt.la use.

6. I would tiierefore be much obliged ir you would oe
to give me the benerit. of your views

as soon as possibls, If tne posilion deteriors

and action ea the lines indica in the telegran
becomes necessary 1 will communicate with you at unce,

i re letter marked
&Yagzinbla.




17th December 1948,

jecret memo-endum 0 the Cabinet (CP(48)127 of the
! 19th July) on the comstitut: nel pos'tion of

You will remember that whem Gordon MacDonald Newfoundland, '
wes over here on a M !ﬂlmﬁ ie 3‘37 In the event, the reforendum passed Off guie
: ( i snd as you will kuow, vesulted in & majority for
Confederstion with Cenada, W, ey
Newfoundlend delegstion mxw ‘
negotiste the fipal terms d‘
signed on Dﬁuﬂar e ]

in the event, of the situstion g1
~ control of the local police force,  In
9 "mMMxpumMpmﬂ ‘




/

- -

tole wam hed Deen prepered, howevir, the Govornor

ronched the conelusion thet, the situstion wes acein

cnder eoptrol. Pot, &s you will see {rom Lis

despeteh, be is ~t411 of the opinion that 1f

rimmmwwm mhm.mm

owould glve me your viowe gy

- -
1 ghonld be glad 1f you
let me know whet
poasibility there¢ ia of 2 s goval vesoel mvm
in the vieinity of Ne&wfauﬁdlam during W »

such an evantuality,




This is an unparophrased version of @ Secret cypher mes: e
marked ©.T.P. (One Time Pad) or Publex must first be pgrsa}.gr;:sm u‘rnlm'::wr:
Icated to persons outside British and United States Government Services.

telegraphic retransmission of a tel K
Time System. legram marked Publex must be in a One

Inward Telegram to Commonwealth Relations Office

ALLOTTED TO TERRITORI..L DI T

CY:HER (TYiDEX)
FROM: NEWTFOUNDLAND

D. 18th Dec., 1948 13438 hours
Re 18th " 1948 19,30 hours

MOST IMMEDIATE
_—

e
No. 284 TOP SECRET AND PERSONAL

Your telegram No. 269.

As stated previously the mardh on Government House on Friday

h December caused uneasincsse Sinee then there nas bsen

. ago and While




,’ of telegram from Secretary of State for |
Comy Pl alth Relations to the Governor of

ﬁ%wundlm dated Tth Jau 1949

M Wu e

1 have neud the Governor's remarks
m buim Officer at. st..
oﬂiuu m.n ief or




P —

o 1 g
e e

o6th January, 1949.

%
\%
53

4

atea
2lst Jeonumary, 1949, m?mnk you for your letter of the Clst January

about the situat

In view of what you 8

mm lettor of
' w gy to the Governor, jnstructing him that, in the event

of March.
trouble, he s{muld t.ologra.ph direct to me,

of local oot oy
nmrtmtothlm .mmm

jon in Newfoundland.
ay 1 have now telegraphed




Commonwealth Relations Office,

?Mﬁ.uﬂf” {‘j Dowriing St.

9, He

! 2nd February, 1949

SECBET
7 L o\ flarrTT,

You mentioned to me recently that the Prim
Minister was not altogether happy about the way matters
had been left as the result of lMr. Noel-Baker's
correspondence with the First Lord over the question

of naval sugport in the event of an emergency in

Newfoundlan

Since the Secretary of State last wrote to
the Flrst. Lord on the 26t Jannary, we have received
a further tel m the ( 10r of Newfd undland

(No. 14 of the !
a copy).

This confirms

is no very great I:
St. Jomm's.

It is of course imposs
Governor or for us to guarantee
no such disturbance. But w
may be involved owing to the ¢
within less than six days steaming
Newfoundland, will have to be accept
that the GOvernor reslises this.

L enclose

I enclose a copy of the te egr
have sent to Cordon MacDonald. I
copies, together with a copy of this
the Irime Minister and to the Ministe

In the circumstances, and in view oi’
"iculties, the Secreta.r'y of State
d be ustified, on aee present sho
ord Hall to make a ship definitely
contingency.

copies of this letter and of t;lﬁ:
3 Private Seeretary tﬁg 3
vate Secretary to

PRSTAIY S 15 0 h £V R
.'-.e*:i';am,. c 10550

B R e oL b

U MR S o S



Authors and subjects of 1948-49 Newfoundland confederation memos

Gordon Macdonald
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